SS 9

K. Wiebe


Name: _______________
Chapter 9: Environment Focus Questions
-jot down answers for discussion in class; point form is sufficient

The only curriculum outcome in SS 9 related specifically to Chapter 9 is:

· Students will understand how government decisions on environmental issues impacts quality of life (i.e. preservation, exploitation, and trade of natural resources). (Outcome 9.2.6)

Thus, questions below are asked so we have a better understanding of how our quality of life is impacted and how we might respond as individuals, consumers, and voters.

1. Define the following terms (you may know them from science class or previous courses):
a. climate change

b. biodiversity

c. preservation

d. exploitation (of land, water, air)

2. How do environmental issues involve political and economic decision- making?

3. What political and economic decisions should Canadians make to respond to climate change?

4. What political and economic decisions should Canadians make to protect biodiversity?

5. Explain the concept of climate change. (308)

6. What are the predicated impacts of climate change? (310)

7. What two regions of Canada emit the most carbon dioxide? (312) Why is this the case? (313)

8. What is the group “Greenpeace?” What do they stand for? Extended learning: Why are so many people upset with/by Greenpeace?

9. How might decisions about GHG emissions connect to quality of life?

10. What is the correlation between GHG emissions and GDP (gross domestic product)? (314)

11. What is the Kyoto Protocol? (316)

12. Using what you know about the underlying values of the Liberal and Conservative Party of Canada (review their platforms in ch 8 if you’re unsure), explain why Canada’s position on the Kyoto Protocol has changed depending on the party in power.

13. Read the articles on pages 323-326.  Choose one view or perspective from the section and explain how the perspective relates to governance and economics. (explain what policies would likely occur if the perspective were put into place)

Additional learning if you have time/desire for independent study…
14. Research: Prime Ministers often attend a G7 and G8 meetings.

a. What do “G7” and “G8” mean?

b. Choose a meeting. When and where did the PM attend this meeting?

c. What announcement(s), if any, did he make regarding Canada’s commitment to climate change protocols? What are climate change protocols?
d. As with most issues regarding climate change, there are groups and individuals who have various opinions regarding Canada’s role in climate change protocols. Research and find at least two differing opinions about this topic:
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15. What is the Paris Accord?  Which countries signed it, and which did not?  Some people are in favour of the Paris Accord, and others are against it.  What can you find (research) about the different perspectives, or why do you think someone might find it controversial or not?

