Poetry Terminology:

1. Rhyme Scheme – A regular pattern of rhyme that is consistent throughout a poem or song. These are labeled according to their rhyme sounds. Each rhyme sound is given a letter from the alphabet to distinguish it.

Ex.) There once was a big brown cat      a
      That liked to eat a lot of mice.       b
      He got all round and fat               a
      Because they tasted so nice.          b

Ex.) From childhood’s hour I have not been                 a

As others were; I have not seen                              a

As others saw; I could not bring                              b

My passions from a common spring.                           b

From the same source I have not taken                      c

My sorrow; I could not awaken                                c

My heart to joy at the same tone;                           d

And all I loved, I loved alone.                                d

Then—in my childhood, in the dawn                           e

Of a most stormy life—was drawn                            e

From every depth of good and ill                             f

The mystery which binds me still:                            f

From the torrent, or the fountain,                           g

From the red cliff of the mountain,                          g

From the sun that round me rolled                          h

In its autumn tint of gold,                                    h

From the lightning in the sky                                 i

As it passed me flying by,                                     i

From the thunder and the storm,                             j

And the cloud that took the form                            j

(When the rest of Heaven was blue)                         k

Of a demon in my view.                                        K

Now, try yourself:

Whose woods these are I think I know. 

  His house is in the village though; 

  He will not see me stopping here 

 To watch his woods fill up with snow. 
My little horse must think it queer 

  To stop without a farmhouse near 

  Between the woods and frozen lake 

  The darkest evening of the year. 
He gives his harness bells a shake 

To ask if there is some mistake. 

  The only other sound's the sweep 

  Of easy wind and downy flake. 
The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 

  But I have promises to keep,  

And miles to go before I sleep. 
2. Denotation: The dictionary meaning of a word

Ex.) Skinny – Very lean or thin

3. Connotation: The implied or suggested meaning of a word.

Ex.) She is very skinny has a more negative feeling associated with it than She is very thin.
· Fat vs. Overweight

· Ill vs. Diseased

· Ugly vs. Homely

4. Literal and Figurative Language

5. Open Verse: Free from rhyme, pattern or reason.

Ex.) Traveling through the dark I found a deer  

dead on the edge of the Wilson River road. 

It is usually best to roll them into the canyon: 

that road is narrow; to swerve might make more dead.

  By glow of the tail-light I stumbled back of the car 

and stood by the heap, a doe, a recent killing; 

she had stiffened already, almost cold. 

I dragged her off; she was large in the belly.  

My fingers touching her side brought me the reason-- her side was warm; her fawn lay there waiting,  alive, still, never to be born.

 Beside that mountain road I hesitated.  

The car aimed ahead its lowered parking lights;

 under the hood purred the steady engine. 

I stood in the glare of the warm exhaust turning red;  around our group I could hear the wilderness listen.  

I thought hard for us all--my only swerving-- then pushed her over the edge into the river.

6. Closed Poetry: A poetic form that is subject to a fixed pattern or structure.

Ex.) "Mother, dear, may I go downtown

Instead of out to play,

And march the streets of Birmingham

In a Freedom March today?"

 

"No, baby, no, you may not go

For the dogs are fierce and wild;

And clubs and hoses, guns and jails

Aren't good for a little child.”

7. Stanza: A poem “Paragraph”

Types of Poetry:

1. Cinquain:

· 5 lines

· First line has one word (title)

· 2 words that describe the title

· 3 words that tell action

· four words that express feeling

· one word which recalls the title

2. Couplet:

· Has rhyming stanzas made up of 2 lines

3. Haiku:

· A Japanese poem

· 3 lines

· 5, 7, 5 syllables

4. Limerick:

· A short, humorous poem consisting of 5 lines

· Lines 1, 2, and 5 have 7-10 syllables and rhyme with each other

· The 3rd and 4th line have 5-7 syllables and rhyme with each other

5. Shape:

- A poem that creates the shape of the object that it is describing

